
BEGINNING A RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS 
BECOMING A CHILD OF GOD 
 
Beginning a relationship with Jesus Christ is God’s gift of reconnecting with us as His children. 
The Bible teaches us that humanity’s relationship with God was broken by the sin of Adam 
(Genesis 3:19, 23). As a result, every person born on this earth is born separated from God 
(Romans 5:12) and we are incapable of fixing this relationship (Romans 3:10, 23). 
 
Even though the Bible calls us sinners and declares that we are separated from God, the Bible 
makes it clear that we still have hope. One of the clearest expressions of this hope is found in 
Ephesians 2: 

1 Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 2 You used to live in sin, 
just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen 
world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 3 All of us used to 
live that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very 
nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else. 
4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 that even though we were dead because 
of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that 
you have been saved!) 6 For he raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with him 
in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus. 7 So God can point to us in all 
future ages as examples of the incredible wealth of his grace and kindness toward us, as shown in 
all he has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus. 

 
Our hope is found in being “united” (in a relationship) with Jesus Christ. In that relationship our 
sins are forgiven by God and we can look forward to an eternal home in heaven one day. 
 
The question left is this: how do I become united with Jesus Christ? 
 
First, you must become aware of and admit your need for this relationship. The Bible calls that 
awareness “conviction.” Any person who wants to enter into a relationship with Jesus Christ 
must come to the uncomfortable place where he or she becomes convicted by his or her sin and 
the lack of a relationship with Him. This step is not easy for anyone. Most people strongly 
believe that they are “not a bad person” or that they are “better than most people.” Most people 
have a hard time looking at themselves in the mirror and admitting “I am a sinner in need of 
saving.” In this information sheet, we will show you what the Bible says about the need for 
conviction and how it is actually a good thing for you and me. 
 
Second, you will have to surrender your life to Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior through 
repentance and faith: 

I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith 
in our Lord Jesus (Acts 20:21). 

 
Later on in this information sheet, we will show you in more detail what the Bible means by 
repentance and faith as a condition of receiving eternal life (salvation) from God through Jesus 
Christ. 
 
I pray that God will fill you with joy at the prospect of entering a relationship with Him.



CONVICTION  (ACTS 2:37) 
BECOMING AWARE OF SIN 
 
The path to a fruitful life begins with the seed of conviction.    The life of a seed is not 
glamorous.  In fact, the seed must be buried in the ground and die before life giving fruit can be 
produced.  Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 
remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.”  The Bible teaches that the 
Holy Spirit of God uses the Word of God to show us that every person on earth has a great need. 
 
Conviction makes us aware that something is terribly wrong. 

 
John 16:8 “When he comes, [the Holy Spirit] will convict the world of guilt in regard to 
sin and righteousness and judgment…” 
Acts 2:37 “When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and 
the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we do?’” 
 

Conviction shows us we are responsible. 
 

Romans 3:20 “Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the 
law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.” 
Romans 3:23 “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…” 
 

Conviction draws us to repentance and faith—salvation. 
 

2 Corinthians 7:9-10 (NLT) “Now I am glad I sent [the letter], not because it hurt you, 
but because the pain caused you to have remorse and change your ways. It was the kind 
of sorrow God wants his people to have, so you were not harmed by us in any way.  For 
God can use sorrow in our lives to help us turn away from sin and seek salvation. We will 
never regret that kind of sorrow. But sorrow without repentance is the kind that results in 
death.” 

 
The great need in every person’s life is that they have sinned and are separated from God.  Left 
unchecked, this separation would result in our being apart from God for all eternity in hell.  God 
lovingly brings conviction in our lives because it is the only way of saving us.  Suppose someone 
had a dreaded disease that would take their life if they did not find out about it in time.  They 
would actually be grateful to the one who identified that sickness so that they could be healed.   
 
Sin is the sickness that will destroy us for all eternity.  God has the cure, but we first have to face 
the bad news that we have the disease.  Otherwise, we will never realize that we need His cure.   
 
Conviction provides for us a combination of sorrow and hope.  This kind of sorrow leads to a 
search for a cure, which gives us hope to keep going until we find it.  Sorrow that leads us to 
give up hope and give up on living does not come from God.  That kind of sorrow is called guilt 
and it comes from our enemy, the devil.  Guilt paralyzes; conviction mobilizes.  We have no 
desire to make anyone feel guilt, which leads to despair.  Our desire is to lead people to the Holy 
Spirit of God so that He can bring the conviction that begins the process of healing.



SALVATION  (ACTS 2:38, 41) 
RECEIVING ETERNAL LIFE 
 
Salvation is God’s life-giving cure for our sin.  This gift is given by the grace of God.  It 
provides forgiveness for our sin and eternal life, apart from human works or merit (Ephesians 
2:8-9; Titus 3:5-7, 2 Timothy 1:9, Colossians 1:13-14). 
 
While there is nothing we can do to obtain salvation or earn it, the Bible says we must meet two 
conditions in order to obtain salvation, Repentance and Faith.  To repent is to change one’s mind.  
Repentance is both a turning away and a turning towards.  When someone under conviction 
repents, they reject the sin that they once embraced and they embrace the Savior that they once 
rejected.  In order to embrace Jesus Christ as your Savior, however, you must also exercise faith.  
You must believe He is God’s only Son who takes away your sin by dying in your place.  Faith 
is not merely the acceptance of intellectual facts.  True faith is the acceptance of a belief held so 
strongly that it changes one’s behavior to love and follow after Jesus alone with all your heart, 
soul and strength.  Those who are saved are also called “Believers” or “Christians.” 
 
REPENTANCE 
Repentance is a “U-turn” from Sin to Christ. 
Repentance and faith are used together in several Scriptures and are two sides of the same coin. 
 
Acts 20:21 “I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance 
and have faith in our Lord Jesus.” 
 
Mark 1:15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the 
good news!” 
 
Luke 13:3 “But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” 
 
FAITH 
Faith (belief) is absolutely necessary for salvation.  True faith comes from the heart and is not 
limited to mere words, but is proven by deeds (James 2:17-18). 
 
John 3:16, 17 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.  God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn it, but to save it.” 
 
Acts 10:43 “All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.” 
 
Salvation is that moment when we come to Jesus Christ in repentance and faith.  Our sin is taken 
away and we become the children of God (John 1:12).  Conviction is replaced with joy and death 
is replaced with eternal life! 


